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PRESIDENT’S CORNER

Welcome to Summer in Florida! We have started it
with several dances at Seaside Squares. They have
planned more. The Blue and White dance at Swinging
Squares was great fun and there were about 4 squares
dancing. We hope you all had a great time at the
National Square dance Convention in Mobile. They had
over 2,000 dancers! There was a lot of dancing, a buffet
and ice cream. It was so great to see those of you who
came from Tallahassee, Panama City, Niceville and
Pensacola. Hope you plan to attend more.

Please check the calendar of events for dates of
upcoming dances.

Our next Northwest meeting is a Zoom meeting July 16, 2023 at 2 PM
central time.

Our Northwest Roundup is October 20-21st which will be a lot of fun at
Timpoochee 4-H camp in Niceville, Florida. Start planning now to attend and
show your support. Ribbons are here and available from Alec. Send in your
application soon.

Have a happy 4th and safe travels.

FYI: www.Floridasquaredance.com. You can now send flyer information to
Cliff Reiss at dgramwebmaster@yahoo.com.
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NORTHWEST FLORIDA SQUARE AND ROUND
DANCE ASSOCIATION CLUBS

AGAPE SQUARES Mondays 6:30-8:30pm (SSD, M, P)
Caller: Varies
Cross Point Church Fellowship Hall, 214 Partin Dr. Niceville, FL. 
CONTACT: Sherrilee Lewis (850) 217-7746

CAPITAL TWIRLERS Mondays 7-9pm (MS, P, A)
Caller: Varies (class 7-8pm)
Tallahassee Senior Center, 1400 N. Monroe, Tallahassee, FL.
CONTACT: Libby Penrod (850) 566-2117

SEASIDE SQUARES Friday 7:30-9:30pm (MS, P)
Caller: Varies
2600 Stratford Rd., Pensacola, FL.
CONTACT: Deecee Haslett (850) 293-7720

SWINGING SQUARES Friday 6-8pm (MS, P)
Caller: Mike Goff (class 6-7pm)
Grand Square Hall, 1105 Bob Little Rd, Panama City, FL.
CONTACT: Jon & Kathy Kern (850) 896-5798

T-N-T ROUNDS Sundays 3-5pm
Cuer: Terri Wilaby
T-N-T Hall
6419 Dallas Ave., Pensacola, FL.
CONTACT: Terri and Tim Wilaby (850) 712-5230 terriwilaby@hotmail.com
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
July 14th, 2023 Seaside Squares July Jamboree

August 3-5, 2023 Tennessee State Convention in Gatlinburg, TN.

August 18-19, 2023 Seaside Squares 60th Anniversary Dance

September, 29 & 30, 2023 Seaside Squares Beach Blast

October 20-21, 2023 Northwest Annual Roundup at Timpoochee 4-H
camp Niceville FL.

October 27, 2023 Spooktacular Seaside Squares

November 17, 2023 Gathering Before Thanksgiving Seaside Squares

December 8th, 2023 Seaside Squares Christmas party with Nick Hartly

December 9, 2023 Capital Twirlers Christmas Dance 1-4 pm

January 19 & 20, 2024 69th Florida State Convention, Deltona, FL.

February 4-11, 2024 “Top of the Line” Square and Round Dance Cruise,
(Caribbean). I think 10-12 of us have already booked. It’s $250/person to
book, but fully refundable until final payment due date of Nov. 6, 2023.
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Northwest Florida Square & Round Dance Association (NWFSRDA)

2023 2nd Quarter Meeting – April 15, 2023, 4:00 PM

Grand Square Hall, Panama City, FL

Executive Committee Attendees: Brian and Barbara McDonald; Alec Schmidt;
Laura Davis.

Club Delegate(s): Sherilee Lewis, Agape Squares; Chuck Davis, Capital Twirlers;
DeeCee Haslett, Seaside Squares; Kathy Kern, Panama City Square and Rounds
Association; Kay Schmidt, Past President.

Visitors: none.

Call to Order & Welcome: Brian McDonald.

Invocation: Barbara McDonald.

Roll Call: Quorum present. Quorum consists of 25% of Board of Delegates (Board
of Delegates: Delegates from member area associations, member clubs, delegates at-
large, and the Executive Committee ). Currently 14 / 25%= 4.

Minutes: February 19, 2023 minutes approved with minor edit.

Financial Reports: See 1st Quarter Financial Report. Starting Checking Balance
is $9,974.46; Ending balance is $9,955.66; savings are $8,817.96. Interest is up to
3+%. Recommend that we set up a savings CD. $4,000 will be put on the CD. The
balance will be held for future purposes. We still have one club pending renewal
– Seaside Squares, otherwise 2023 Insurance is complete.

Roundup 2023: Ed has been working hard on program ads. Work is being done
on the program as well. Ribbons were ordered in February; when checking back
in March, the vendor was having mechanical issues. You can still register folks
and ribbons will be provided later. Arrangements with Camp Timpochee should
be completed by Monday for the Auditorium, Dining Hall, and Upstairs Hall – total
$1,100. Cottages are still available for groups of 8.

Roundup 2024: Caller Ted Kennedy and Cuer Sandy Sturgis are slated to call and
cue for next year’s Roundup.

Panhandle Press: Thank you for the articles, etc. It is suggested to move the
deadline to the 20th of the month. Provide any email updates please.

Florida Federation: Delegates were sent information for the May 20 Benefit Dance
at the Working Weekend in Plant City. Donations are being requested for theme
baskets for a fundraiser. It is suggested that the NWFSRDA send in a donation of
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$100 to the fundraiser for the Benefit Dance. The convention was moved to
Deltona Convention Center. There will be a Dinner Dance prior to the Florida
State Convention on January 19 in Deltona ‐ $40 per person, from 4:15 PM to
6:30 PM. There is discussion being held on what type of floor surfaces are
available to us at the Convention Center, more to follow. Please note that Bruce
Morgan is not available to update the Federation website and post flyers, instead
contact Cliff Reed. See Barbara McDonald for Florida State Convention ribbons.

Bylaws: see Old Business.

Old Business:

Bylaws/Standing Rules: Changes to the Bylaws generated a need to update the
Standing Rules as follows:

1. Delete Sections III and IV
2. Revise Sections VI and VII, put Section VI in Bylaws
3. Incorporate Section V into Bylaws
4. Changes to Section I

All changes/deletions are approved.

New Business: none.

Announcements:

May 20 – Plus Blast w Nick Hartley, Ragon Hall
May 26 – Memorial Day Dance, Seaside Squares
Jun 16 – Trail in Dance, Ragon Hall
June 21‐24 – National Square Dance Convention, Mobile
July 14 – July Jamboree, Seaside Squares
Aug 3‐5 – Tennessee State Convention, Gatlinburg
Aug 18‐19 – 60th Anniversary Dance Seaside Squares
Sep 29‐30 – Seaside Squares Beach Blast
Oct 27 – Seaside Squares Spooktacular
Nov 17 – Gathering before Thanksgiving, Seaside Squares
December 9 – Christmas Dance, Capital Twirlers

Next meeting will be a Zoom meeting in July, TBD.

Meeting adjourned at 4:45 PM Central.
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AGAPE SQUARES
We are just back from the 72nd National Square Dance Convention. There

were over 2,000 dancers coming from several countries and every state except
Wyoming. Agape Squares showed up and had a great time!

Some great pictures are posted on our Agape Facebook page. Hope you
will take a look and keep an eye on the page for updates on callers, closings and
of course, pictures of our dancers.

We are happy to say that we graduated 11 + 3 review and returned to
square dance on May 1….WooHoo! Thank you Swinging Squares for the visit to
retrieve your banner and support our new dancers. It was a fun evening. (pic)

It has been a fun class and we
are happy to welcome them into
Agape Squares. If you have
questions about membership, let
Alec know.
We still have the banner for
Seaside Squares. We want to
thank their members for
supporting Agape Squares also.
We have some guest callers
coming up and it would be a good

time to bring a few extras to retrieve your banner.
Speaking of guest callers, you can’t really beat our callers, we are so

blessed! We do have some guest callers passing through our area though, and

Page: 9



so we have Bear Miller (Colorado) along with Nick Hartley calling on July 3 and
Dan Nordbye (Arizona) calling on July 31, 2023. Put those dates on your
calendar and plan to be at Crosspoint. Our summer schedule continues on
Mondays; review with Alec 5:30-6:15pm, dance 6:30-8:30pm, alternating
Mainstream and Plus. Start telling your friends about the fun and health benefits
of square dancing!

As you know, we start a new class in the fall. We will have our Open
Houses on September 11 and 18 and our first class on September 25. Ed is
working on a flyer which will be available to invite friends and to place at
businesses.

There are some local dances, keep an eye out on the flyer table on
Monday nights.

August 3-5, 2023 48th TENNESSEE CONVENTION Gatlinburg, TN

October 20-21, 2023 NWFSRDA 49TH ANNUAL ROUNDUP at
Camp Timpoochee Niceville, FL. This dance will be organized by
NWFSRDA & Agape Squares, and we are asking for volunteers to
be on committees.

Remember if you become a member of NWFSRDA you can attend the
Roundup for 1/2 price. Ask Alec or Barbara McDonald how you can become a
member. We will be reaching out to you as we make plans for decorating and
food for this event.
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CAPITAL TWIRLERS
FROM Tallahassee, FL.

Although our dear caller, Elmer Sheffield, has been unable to call for the
past few months due to illness, we are happy to have George Lavender, caller
from Valdosta, keeping us on the floor on Monday nights. Our latest class is
moving into some plus calls and we hope to start a new class this fall or next
January. We have had some visitors lately who have some experience and we
have absorbed them into our group which has been fun!

You should see a flyer soon, inviting you to come to our annual Christmas
Dance on December 9th. This year it will be in the afternoon from 1-4 so folks
can get home before it gets really dark! Chris Burchfield will call and Sandy
Sturgis will cue.

Wayne and Kathy Funderburke represented Capital Twirlers at the National
Convention in Mobile.

T-N-T ROUNDS
As round dance showcase chairmen for the 72nd NSDC, Tim and I would

like to express our appreciation to all of the cuers who took time to demonstrate
and teach. Without the support of cuers from all over the world, we would not
have been able to put together a wonderful event for the dancers. To view the
teaches from this year, visit www.tntrounds.com and click on the YouTube link.
They should be available in late August.

Please register for the 73rd NSDC which will be held in Milwaukee,
Wisconsin.
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SEASIDE SQUARES
Spring has busted out all over at Seaside Squares. Our Beginner’s class

was canceled due to lack of attendance. We are having Plus workshops from
7-7:30 most Friday nights to teach new dancers. Those wanting a refresher are
most welcome. Check the calendar or call 850-293-7720 to confirm.

On March 24th & 25th we held our annual Shamrock Shimmer with Nick
Hartley calling and Jack Pointer cueing. Everyone enjoyed the weekend and
helped increase our building expense fund.

We started off April by celebrating Cheryl & Deecee’s birthdays. Several
dancers are at Ruby Tuesday’s before dancing. We enjoyed having Agape
Squares dance with us on the 28th, even though they took our travel banner. The
fun begins!
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Port City Squares danced with
us for Cinco de Mayo (May 5th) and
took another of our travel banners.
Looks like Seaside dancers are going
to be traveling to other club dances
soon to promote their upcoming
special dances in July and August and
retrieve their travel banners. We’ll try
to steal some banners from those
clubs while we’re at it.

On May 19th, the family of Buddy Andrews had a 95th birthday party for him.
It was all arranged by his caretaker, Patricia Thomas. Buddy was a long time
caller for Seaside Squares. He was instrumental in
the formation of the club and in building our present
facility. Thank you Buddy!! There was a nice crowd
of square dancers from several clubs, as well as
fellow callers, that came to wish Buddy a very happy
95th birthday. Our caller for the evening, Ted
Kennedy, encouraged Buddy to call a tip, so his family could hear him call. He
also enjoyed dancing to Ted Kennedy. Special thanks to Patricia for setting this
up and inviting our club to participate.

For those of us who weren’t completely exhausted from the special party
dance for Buddy Andrews, we held a full-day PLUS Blast class on May 20th with
Nick Hartley keeping us busy. It was a well-attended event in preparation for the
National Square Dance Convention in Mobile, AL.

May 26th was another fun, busy evening. Nick Hartley
and Darrin Henry called for our annual Memorial Day
Celebration. Susan Wolford was our cuer for this
special evening. Nick paid tribute to Tina Turner by
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calling to one of her songs while wearing a Tina Turner wig. He drew the line at
putting on heels and a mini skirt. We were really pleased to have dancers from
Agape Squares and Port City Squares. Susan, Darrin and Nick did a great job
and kept the crowd moving the entire evening. Can’t wait until next year to see
what surprises Nick has for our group.

Caller/Cuer Mike Gormley from Sebring, FL stopped by on June 16th on his
way to Nationals in Mobile, AL. He called squares and cued easy rounds. We
had hoped more dancers would have been in
attendance. On the same night, we surprised
Arlene with an early birthday celebration. She’ll be
in Michigan to enjoy her actual birthday with her
sisters, Pauline & Myrna and other family members.

We look forward to seeing some of you at one or all of our upcoming
dances.

July 14th - July Jamboree - Caller Nick Hartley and Cuer Connie Wise

August 18th-19th – Seaside Squares 60th Anniversary Dance - Callers
Ted Kennedy and Bubba Mingus & Cuer Jack Pointer

September 29th-30th – Beach Blast – Callers Ted Kennedy and Pat
Kotal, Cuer Jack Pointer

October 27th – Spooktacular - Caller Nick Hartley and Cuer Diane
Martin

November 17th – Gathering before Thanksgiving - Caller Ted
Kennedy and Cuer Connie Wise

December 8th – Christmas Party with Nick Hartley
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SWINGING SQUARES
Happy summer everyone! During June, July, and August, Swinging

Squares will be dancing from 6:00 p.m. until 8:00 p.m. on Friday nights.

On Friday, July 21, Nick Hartley will be the caller. On July 28, Merriam
Merriweather will be our caller for squares and rounds. Mike Goff will call on the
other Fridays. We are so fortunate to have so many talented callers!

Tim Tharp and Denver are back and we’re so glad to have them back
dancing again. Denver was thrilled to be attending the Nationals in Mobile.
Before they went, Tim and Denver brought the most delicious watermelons for all
of us. That was definitely a treat and it was such a kind gesture on their part.

Helen and Ken Crowe along with Deb and John Luzny attended Nick
Hartley’s Plus workshop in Pensacola. They really enjoyed it and they’re
definitely ready to practice what they’ve learned!

Mary and Jim Riley decorated the hall in a patriotic theme. The
McClendons helped and other members helped take down the previous
decorations so it was a real team effort. Deb and John Luzny were able to help
Jon Kern stabilize an air conditioning unit so teamwork is always a plus!

Wow! We were able to reclaim our banner from our Niceville friends,
Agape Squares! We had a super dance with Ted Kennedy!

The Blue and White was so much fun and it is always so nice to all be
together. Darryl McMillon and Sandy Sturgis are always so energetic and they
make sure we all have a great time! We thank all of you for coming to that
dance. We’re including a couple of pictures from it.

For any questions or additional information, feel free to call:
Jon Kern 850 228 8568 or Anne Mahowald 850 387 3101

Happy Dancing!

Got the banner back! Sandy, Kathy and Jon Diane, Laura, Chuck & Libby
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In Memory
Jim Purvis 3-22-2023. He was the husband of Janice Purvis. He was a member
of Canoe Squares, Seaside Squares, Gulf Coast A’s and Mobile clubs.
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GRAND SQUARE HALL REGULAR DANCE
SCHEDULE

1105 Bob Little Rd., Panama City, Fl. 32401

President: Kathie Kern (850) 896-5798
Building Manager: Jon Kern (850) 228-8568

SUNDAY: Available

MONDAY: BOP & SWING DANCE CLUB
Doors Open & Lessons 6:30-7:30pm
Dance 7:30-9:00pm
Contact: Don Pitts (850) 348-2670

TUESDAY: SLICK KICKERS
Country & Line Dance 6:30-8:30pm
Contact: Joe & Julie Gray (850) 258-9847

WEDNESDAY: Available

THURSDAY: COUNTRY & BALLROOM FUSION
Teach: 6:30-730pm
Review: 7:45-8:15pm
Dance: 8:15-9:00pm
Contact: Tammy Jankowski (850) 896-2226

FRIDAY: SWINGING SQUARES
Squares: (class) 6-8pm
Dance: Summer(6-8 pm) 7:00-8:30pm
Contact: Kathie & Jon Kern (850) 896-5798
Caller: Mike Goff

SATURDAY: Open for special dances
Contact: Jon Kern (850) 228-8568

IMPORTANT NOTES:
Visitors are always welcome! All clubs occasionally cancel. Please verify with

contact. Grand Square Hall is owned & operated by dancers of the Panama City
Square & Round Dance Association, a non-profit corporation dedicated to preserving
our square & round dance heritage.
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RAGON HALL
2600 Stratford Road, Pensacola, FL 32526

(850) 293-7720
Please call to verify dancing is happening.

Mondays

West Coast Swing 5:00-9:00pm

Instructor: Justin Grubb (850) 503-9978

Tuesdays Available

Wednesdays Available

Thursdays

Advanced dancing 6-8:30pm

Caller Nick Hartley

Fridays

Seaside Squares Callers vary

Mainstream/Plus Squares 7:30-9:30pm

Contact: Deecee Haslett (850) 293-7720

ragonhall3@gmail.com

Saturdays

Assorted Activities, see our calendar at
https://www.floridasquaredance.com/ragonhall/index.html

Sundays Available
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PANHANDLE PRESS BOOSTERS
Boosters for 2023 are needed to help defray the expense of our printer for

the next year. Make your donation of:

$5.00 (Bronze) $15.00 (Silver) $25.00 (Gold) $35.00 (Platinum)

To see your name listed in the booster section. Simply mail in your name
and money to Alec Schmidt (address below) at any time or give it to the
Panhandle Press editor. Thank you!

Platinum sponsors: Jackie Kramer (7-2023)
Mike and Ann Mahawald (7-2023)

Show your support and your name can appear here!

The Panhandle Press is published four times a year by the Northwest Florida Square
and Round Dance Association Inc. - a not for profit corporation. It is distributed at no charge to
members and clubs of NWFSRDA. It is not copyrighted. We welcome articles from clubs and
members. We reserve the right to edit, condense or omit articles in order to best utilize space.

Advertisement Rates:
One time-ad: ¼ Page=$5.00 ½ page =$10.00 Full page= $20.00
Full Year ad: ¼ Page=$17.00 ½ page =$35.00 Full page=$70.00
Dance flyers can be shrunk to fit.
Club news: Association clubs- Free

Non-association clubs- see above rates.
Calendar of events: Free

MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO: NWFSRDA
AND MAIL TO: Alec Schmidt

116 Bayor Drive
Niceville, FL 32578

DEADLINE FOR ADVERTISEMENTS AND ARTICLES is September, 20 2023
PLEASE send articles as text, and images or advertisements as a jpeg. Thank you to
Colleen McDonald who is now my official advertisement maker and assistant editor!
Barbara McDonald editor: barbaramcdonald310@gmail.com or bjd9@cox.net
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