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“Liberty can not be preserved without a general 
knowledge among the people.” 

 
                John Adams  
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NWFSRDA OFFICERS 
President: 

Brian and Barbara McDonald 
704 Trowbridge Ave. 
Ft. Walton Beach, FL 32547-3136 
Brian (850) 240-1637 
Barbara (850) 217-2890 
bjd9@cox.net 

Vice President: Program Chair  
Laura and Chuck Davis  
Assistant Libby Penrod 

Secretary: 
Laura Davis 
1817 Wales Drive 
Tallahassee, FL 32303 
(850) 354-2218 
keylime7@comcast.net 

Treasurer and Insurance: 
Alec Schmidt 
116 Bayou Drive 
Niceville, FL 32578 
(850) 856-8105 
aschmidtmd@aol.com 

Panhandle Press Editor: 
Barbara McDonald  
barbaramcdonald310@gmail.com 

 
 

How many men signed the 
Declaration of Independence? 

Send your answer to me via text. 
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PRESIDENT’S CORNER 
Our Republic of the United States 

of America is celebrating 250 years on 
July 4th! We have faced many challenges 
and wars, but we are strong and united. 
Let us continue to fight for our individual 
freedoms and constitution. 

The Northwest Roundup is July 24 
and 25 in Tallahassee for Mainstream 
dancers through Advanced dancers so 
please encourage those who haven’t 
decided to come. Welcome to Jet Robers, Susan Snider and 
Mark Fetzer to call for us and cue. Thank you and we know you 
will do a great job! Thank you Capital Twirlers for all the work 
you have put in, organizing and food. 

Northwest meeting for officers and delegates will take 
place at our 52nd Roundup at 11:15 am on July 25th at 
Tallahassee Fl. We have some important Bylaws to consider 
and hope all the delegates can come to the meeting. Please 
remember that this is a volunteer-run organization. If you are 
unable to help this year, please consider volunteering next year. 
Support your clubs and tell others when you have classes. It is 
such a wonderful activity when you meet new friends and get 
exercise! 

Florida will be hosting the 77rd National Square Dance 
ConventionⓇ in Daytona! Please try to support this effort by 
volunteering. Please note it is the last week in June 2027. 

Presidents Brian and Barbara McDonald 

The Florida Federation website is now at 
www.dancergram.com/aa-floridasquaredance.com/index.html. 

Send flyers for Florida Federation website publication to Cliff 
Reiss at dgramwebmaster@yahoo.com.  
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NWFSRDA CLUBS 
AGAPE SQUARES 

Mondays  6:30-8300 pm (SSD, MS, P)(Summer only) 
Caller:  Varies 
Cross Point Church Fellowship Hall 
 214 Partin Dr. Niceville, FL 
CONTACT: Ed Lewis  (850)- 496-7744 

CAPITAL TWIRLERS 

Mondays  7-9:00 pm (MS, P) 
Caller:  George Lavender 
Tallahassee Senior Center 
 1400 N. Monroe, Tallahassee, FL 
CONTACT: Bob Rankin (850) 421-8886 

EASTSIDE SQUARE DANCE CLUB 

Fridays 7-8:30 pm 
Caller: Robert & Gwen Doyle, Instructors 
Eastside Christian Church 
 5906 E Hwy 22 Callaway, Panama City, FL 
CONTACT: Robert Doyle (850) 624-1623 

EMERALD WAVES SQUARES 

Tuesdays  6-6:30 pm  Practice Time 
 6:30-7:30 pm (Basic, MS) 
 7:30-8:45 pm (MS, P) 
Caller: Nick Hartley  
Ragon Hall 
 2600 Stratford Rd., Pensacola, FL 
CONTACT: Tim Tharp (703) 585-7177 
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SEASIDE SQUARES  

Fridays  7:00-9:00 pm  (MS, P) (Summer only) 
Caller:  Varies 
Ragon Hall 
 2600 Stratford Rd., Pensacola, FL 
CONTACT: Linda Steadman (850) 293-7720 

SWINGING SQUARES  

Thursdays  5:15-6:15 pm Rounds Class 
 6:15-7:15 pm Basic class 
 7:15-8:30 pm (MS, P) 
Caller:  Miriam Merriwether 
Grand Square Hall 
 1105 Bob Little Rd, Panama City, FL 
CONTACT: Jon & Kathy Kern (850) 896-5798 
 Anne Mahowald (850) 387-3101 
Website:  www.grandsquarehallpanamacity.com 
Facebook:  
@SwingingSquaresGrandSquareHallPanamaCity 
Email:  swingingsquaresgshpc@gmail.com 

T-N-T ROUNDS  

Sundays  2:00-4:00 pm 
Cuer:  Terri Wilaby 
T-N-T Hall 
 6419 Dallas Ave., Pensacola, FL 
CONTACT: Terri and Tim Wilaby (850) 712-5230 
 terriwilaby@hotmail.com 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
July 2, 2026, Independence Day Celebration at Grand Square Hall  

Sponsored by Swinging Squares 6:30 pm. 

July 3, 2026, 4th of July Celebration Ragon Hall, 7:00-9:00 pm 

July 7, 2026,  Open House Emerald Waves, 6:30 pm at RagonHall, 
Pensacola, FL  

July 12 & 19, 2026, Grand Square Hall Practice for Main-stream & 
Plus. 2-6 pm, Caller Tim Tharp, Panama City, FL 

July 17, 2026, Beach Blast Jamboree, Ragon Hall, 7-9:30 pm, 
Pensacola, FL 

July 18, 2026 & August 15th, Workshop at Grand Square Hall 2-6 
pm. Miriam Werriwether caller, a Panama City, FL 

July 24-25, 2026, NWFSRDA 52nd Roundup at Tallahassee Senior 
Center, Tallahassee FL. Caller Jet Roberts and cuers Susan 
Snider and Mark Fitzer 

August 6-8, 2026, TN State Square Dance Convention 

August 22, 2026, 1:00-4:00 pm, Seaside Squares 63rd 
Anniversary dance with Ted Kennedy & Susan Wolford 

September 17-19, 2026, 2nd Annual Pensacola Rainbow Stroll, 
Ragon Hall, Pensacola, FL callers Nick Hartley & Michael 
Kellogg 

October 30, 2026, 7:00-9:30 pm, Spooktacular, at Seaside 
Squares with Nick Hartley 

November 6, 2026, 7:00-9:30 pm – A Gathering before 
Thanksgiving, Seaside Squares, Pensacola, FL with Ted 
Kennedy 

December 11, 2026, 7:00-9:30 pm, Seaside Squares Christmas 
Dance with Ted Kennedy  

December 31, 2026, 1:00-4:00 pm, New Year’s Eve Party with 
Nick Hartley 
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AGAPE SQUARES 
As we approach America’s 250 Birthday celebration, I 

am reminded that we have so much to be grateful for and we 
cannot take these things for granted. I have recently enjoyed 
seeing reels made by visitors to our great country for the World 
Cup. Hopefully, you have seen some of their comments and 
gotten a fresh look at life in America from their eyes. They 
appreciate our food, our freedom, our beautiful landscapes, our 
culture and of course the hospitality of Americans! With so 
much negativity, it was inspiring and uplifting to hear these 
stories. Enjoy America’s 250th Birthday with family, food and 
fun. 

Agape Squares graduated our class of dancers. We are 
so proud of them and happy to have them joining us on 
Mondays for alternating Mainstream/Plus 6:30-8:30pm. 

We are starting to think about our new class, which will 
start September 28. Open Houses are scheduled on 
September 14, and 21. This is the opportunity to invite friends 
and family to experience a taste of square dancing. They are 
welcome to attend one or both Open Houses FREE!  

We have dancers at the 75th National Convention in 
Waco, TX. It looks like they are having fun with about 3,000 
other square and round dancers. Next year’s National will be in 
Loveland, CO and 2028 will be in Daytona Beach, FL. I hope 
many of you are making plans to attend NWFSRDA Round Up 
in Tallahassee on July 24 and 25, 2026. The caller is Jet 
Roberts and he is a great National and International caller. You 
won’t be disappointed! Since NWF is hosting the dance we 
would love to have your participation!  
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T-N-T ROUNDS 
 
1-2-3 

Come Waltz With Me 

Beginner Waltz Classes 

 

 

Classes are $130.00 per person for 13 weeks and are 
held at 6419 Dallas Avenue, Pensacola. Save and prepay in full 
for only $110.00. 

  

Sundays from 1:00 — 3:00pm beginning Sep 6  

 

For more information, 

www.tntrounds.com, (850)-712-5230 

terriwilaby@hotmail.com 
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CAPITAL TWIRLERS 
 
Currently classes are going smoothly, and we are 

enjoying seeing our students learn each tip! George Lavender 
continues to lead class and club dances on Monday nights at 
the Tallahassee Senior Center. The address is 1400 N Monroe 
St, Tallahassee, FL 32303. The class dances from 7:00-8:00PM 
EST, and the club dances from 8:00-9:00PM EST. On July 6th, 
13th, and 20th, we will be dancing in the downstairs dining 
room while the floors in the upstairs auditorium are being 
refinished. We plan to be back in the auditorium in time for 
Round-Up.  

 
Colin Graves has also been running a Plus 

Workshop/Group on Tuesday nights. These occur between 
7:00-9:00PM in the Senior Center Art Room. If you would like to 
attend, please email Colin at ctwirlersvp@gmail.com the day 
prior to the group! 

 
Lastly, we are getting ready to host the Round-Up on 

July 24th-25th! Please ensure that your hotel accommodations 
are in order. We will also be hosting this dance at the 
Tallahassee Senior Center. We are looking forward to seeing 
and dancing with everyone! If you have any questions 
regarding Round-Up, please refer to the flyer. The flyer also 
lists the contact information for Chuck and Laura Davis, the 
Round-Up Co-Chairs. 

 
 
Emily  Chambliss, Secretary 
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EASTSIDE SQUARE DANCE CLUB 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Eastside Side Squares meet at the Eastside Christian 
Church, 5906 E Hwy 22 Callaway, Panama City, FL. 

 
Robert and Gwen Doyle, Instructors 

 
 

 

PANHANDLE PRESS SUPPORTER 
 

Gold:  Jackie Kramer 6-2026 
(A long time Northwest dancer.) 
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EMERALD WAVES SQUARES 
Dance Schedule: Every Tuesday night at Ragon Hall; 

2600 Stratford Rd Pensacola, FL. Doors open at 6 pm for those 
wanting extra time for practice. Basic and Mainstream lessons 
from 6:30 to 7:30 pm. Mainstream dancing and Plus lessons 
7:30 to 8:45 pm. Nick Hartley is our caller. 

The Pensacola Rainbow Stroll – Pensacola Promenade  
September 17-20, 2026, 

Ragon Hall 2600 Stratford Rd., Pensacola, FL 

Event pricing with early-bird pricing, Host hotels, and 
dance schedule forthcoming!  We hope, and encourage, all 
active dancers in the community and surrounding communities 
will come visit our club and support the continued growth of the 
square dance culture. Now let’s go Dance! 

 

SEASIDE SQUARES 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Congratulations 
Chuck and Laura Davis, 52nd Roundup Chairs 

For all your hard work for the 52nd NWFSRDA Roundup from 
Seaside Squares members: 

Deecee Haslett Joe & Kathy Haywood 
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JR Smith & Wendy Lewis Cheryl Hamilton 

Doug Salley Tim Tharp 

Jim Smith Linda Steadman 

Wendy Zech 

Please join us for our upcoming special dances: 

Saturday Aug 22, 2026, 1:00-4:00 pm – Seaside Squares 63rd 
Anniversary Dance with Ted Kennedy & Susan Wolford 

Friday Oct 30, 2026, 7:00-9:30 pm - Spooktacular with Nick 
Hartley 

Friday Nov 6, 2026, 7:00-9:30 pm – A Gathering before 
Thanksgiving with Ted Kennedy, please bring 
non-perishable food items to support Manna Food Bank 

Friday Dec 11, 2026, 7:00-9:30 pm – Christmas Dance with 
Ted Kennedy, please bring non-perishable food items to 
support Manna Food Bank 

Thursday Dec 31, 2026, 1:00-4:00 pm – New Year’s Eve Party 
with Nick Hartley 

 
Memorial dance 5-30-2026 
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SWINGING SQUARES 
We are starting this quarter with a bang — literally! 

Our first dance of the quarter will be our 4th of July 
Fireworks Dance, where we’ll award a prize for the most 
patriotic outfit. Our club always goes all out for theme 
dances, and this one will be no exception. 

We dance every Thursday from 6:30 to 8:30 PM, 
offering Beginner, Mainstream, and Plus dancing. Our club 
continues to grow, with 10 students currently enrolled in our 
class. Our angels remain dedicated to helping our students 
succeed, and their support is a big part of our club’s ongoing 
success. 

July Workshops 
All workshops will be held at Grand Square Hall from 

2:00–6:00 PM. 
• 12 July 2026 – Caller Development & Mainstream 

Skills Led by Tim Tharpe, this workshop will help Tim 
strengthen his calling skills and assist newer 
Mainstream dancers in polishing the moves they’ve 
already learned. 

• 18 July 2026 – Beginner & Mainstream Workshop 
Hosted by our own caller Miriam Merriweather, this 
workshop is geared toward beginner dancers, new 
Mainstream dancers, and any angels who would like to 
participate. 

• 19 July 2026 – Mainstream & Caller Practice Another 
workshop led by Tim Tharpe, offering additional 
practice and support for dancers and caller 
development. 

Travel & Community Events 
Several of our club members have signed up to 

attend the Round Up in Tallahassee and are looking 
forward to reconnecting with old friends and making new 
ones. 
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August Plans 
We are currently planning our August theme dance, 

which is shaping up to be a “Back to School” Dance with a 
focus on our youth. Our younger dancers are becoming 
more involved by leading prayer each night, maintaining the 
club bulletin board, and designing a new club logo. Their 
eagerness and energy keep us older folks on our toes — 
they truly are the future of our club. 

15 August 2026 – Monthly Workshop Called by 
Miriam Merriweather, held at Grand Square Hall, from 
2:00–6:00 PM. 

September Events 
In September, we plan to host 2 open houses with a 

new class beginning shortly afterwards. 
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The Declaration of Independence 
In Congress, July 4, 1776 

When in the Course of Human events, it becomes 
necessary for one people to dissolve the political bands 
which have connected them with another, and to assume 
among the powers of the earth, the separate and equal 
station to which the Laws of Nature and of Nature’s God 
entitle them, a decent respect to the opinions of mankind 
requires that they should declare the causes which impel 
them to the separation.  

We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are 
created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with 
certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, 
Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness. – That to secure 
these rights, Governments are instituted among Men, 
deriving their just powers from the consent of the 
governed, – That whenever any Form of Government 
becomes destructive of these ends, it is the Right of the 
People  to alter or to abolish it, and to institute new 
Government, laying its foundation on such principles and 
organizing its powers in such form as to them shall seem 
most likely to effect their Safety and  Happiness. 

 

                “A Nation of well informed men who have been 
taught to know and prõe the rights which God has given them 
cannot be enslaved. It is in the region of ignorance that 
tyranny begins.” 

                           Benjamin Franklin  
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GRAND SQUARE HALL REGULAR DANCE 
SCHEDULE 

1105 Bob Little Rd., Panama City, Fl. 32401 
President: Kathie Kern (850) 896-5798 
Building Manager: Jon Kern (850) 228-8568 

SUNDAY:   AVAILABLE 
MONDAY:   BOP & SWING DANCE CLUB 

Doors Open & Lessons  6:30-7:30 pm 
Dance   7:30-9:00 pm 
Contact:  Don Pitts (850) 348-2670 

TUESDAY: COUNTRY BALLROOM INFUSION 
Dance   6:30-8:30 pm 
Contact:  Joe Gray (850) 258-9847 

WEDNESDAY: AVAILABLE 
THURSDAY: SWINGING SQUARES 

Rounds class  5:15-6:15 pm 
Contact: Miriam Merriwether (850) 974-0091 
Squares class (New Class) 6:30-7:30 pm 
Dance   7:30-8:30 pm 
Contact:  Kathie & Jon Kern (850) 896-5798 
Caller:  Miriam Merriwether 

SATURDAY: OPEN FOR SPECIAL DANCES 
Contact:  Jon Kern (850) 228-8568 

IMPORTANT NOTES: 
Visitors are always welcome! All clubs occasionally cancel. 
Please verify with contact. Grand Square Hall is owned & 
operated by dancers of the Panama City Square & Round 
Dance Association, a non-profit corporation dedicated to 
preserving our square & round dance heritage.  
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RAGON HALL 
2600 Stratford Road, Pensacola, FL 32526 

(850) 293-7720 
Please call to verify dancing is happening. 

MONDAY 
West Coast Swing 5:00-9:00 pm 
Instructor:  Justin Grubb (850) 503-9978 

 
TUESDAY   EMERALD WAVES 

Continuing Class and Dance  6:30-8:30 pm 
Contact:  Tim Tharp (703) 585-7177 

 
WEDNESDAY  OPEN 
 
THURSDAY 

Advanced Square Dancing 6:00-8:30 pm 
Caller:  Nick Hartley 

 
FRIDAY  SEASIDE SQUARES 

Mainstream/Plus Squares 7:00-9:00 pm 
Callers: Varies 
Contact:  Linda Steadman (850) 293-7720 
  ragonhall3@gmail.com 

 
SATURDAY 

Assorted Activities 
 
SUNDAY  OPEN 

Contact:  Linda Steadman (850)-293-7720 
  ragonhall3@gmail.com 

 

“Where there is no law, there is no liberty.” 

 –  Benjamin Rush  
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PANHANDLE PRESS BOOSTERS 
 
We are seeking boosters for 2026 to help cover the 

costs of our printing, ink, and paper. Consider making a 
donation of: 

 $5.00  (Bronze) $15.00 (Silver) 
 $25.00  (Gold) $35.00 (Platinum) 

Your contribution will ensure that your name appears in 
the booster section. Please send your name and donation to 
Barbara McDonald. Thank you for your support! 

The Panhandle Press is published four times a year by the 
Northwest Florida Square and Round Dance Association Inc. - 
a not for profit corporation. It is distributed at no charge to 
members and clubs of NWFSRDA. It is not copyrighted. We 
welcome articles from clubs and members. We reserve the 
right to edit, condense or omit articles in order to best utilize 
space.  Dance flyers can be shrunk to fit. PLEASE send 
articles, images and advertisements as a jpeg and as a MB. 

ADVERTISEMENT RATES 
 One time-ad:  Full Year ad (4 issues): 
 ¼ Page=$5.00  ¼ page=$17.00 
 ½ page=$10.00  ½ page=$35.00 
 Full page=$20.00 Full page=$70.00 

MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO: NWFSRDA  AND MAIL TO: 

Editor: Barbara McDonald 
 704 Trowbridge Ave. 
 Ft. Walton Beach, FL 32547-3631 
 barbaramcdonald310@gmail.com or bjd9@cox.net 

DEADLINE FOR ADVERTISEMENTS AND ARTICLES  September 
15th.2026 
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72ND STATE CONVENTION REGISTRATION 
 

20 



 

21 



 
 

NWFSRDA 52nd ANNUAL ROUNDUP  
 

 

22 



 
 
 

 

23 



 
 

76th NATIONAL SQUARE AND ROUND 
DANCE CONVENTION 
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